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The Awakening by Kate Chopin 
 

Both of the following assignments will count as a MAJOR grade. 
 

1. Annotate the novel and bring it on the first day of class (follow the guidelines on page two)   

Pay close attention to the following: 

 the title 

 symbols and motifs  

 allusions to Greek mythology  

 allusions to the Bible  

 vocabulary  

 French 

 foils  

 women’s roles in Victorian society  

 

       2.     In-Class Essay:  Be prepared for an in-class essay during the first week of class.   

 

As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner  
 

Both of the following will count as a MAJOR grade. 
 

1. Annotate the novel and bring it on the first day of class (follow the guidelines on page two)   

 

2. Choose one character to analyze and create a digital presentation (Google Slides, Prezi, etc.) that includes: 

 Archetypal Character:  Research character archetypes (either Google or you can email me 

for a list) to determine which one your character most embodies.  Explain and show 

evidence of this. 

 Emotional Journey:  Include a minimum of 8 quotes with commentary and analysis that 

shows the progression of the character’s thoughts, conflicts, epiphanies, etc. 

 Relationship with Mother:  Show how Addie’s feelings about the character helps to shape 

who he or she becomes (minimum of two quotes from Addie and two from your character). 

 Choose a song (Blues, Gospel or Country) that best represents your character.  Include a link 

to the song, the lyrics, and a thorough analysis explaining why. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

How to Annotate 
 

Annotation is a key component of close reading. Since we will annotate texts all semester, you need to 

develop a system that works for you (within the following guidelines).  

 

· Make brief comments in the margins. Use any white space available - inside cover, random blank pages.  

· Make brief comments between or within lines of the text.  

· Circle or put boxes, triangles, or clouds around words or phrases.  

· Use abbreviations or symbols (brackets, stars, exclamation points, question marks, numbers, etc.)  

· Connect words, phrases, ideas, circles, boxes, etc. with lines or arrows.  

· Underline – CAUTION: Use this method sparingly. Underline only a few words. Always combine with 

another method such as comment. Never underline an entire passage.  

· Highlight – See above underline rules. 

· Create your own code.  

· Use post-it notes if you have not purchased the book. 

 

What to Annotate:  Your annotations must include evidence of thinking through marking the text and 

commenting in the margins.  The most common complaint about annotating is that it slows down your 

reading. Yes, it does. That is the point. If annotating as you read annoys you, read a chapter, then go back 

and annotate. Reading a text a second time is preferable anyway. 

 

· Have a conversation with the text. Talk back to it.  

· Ask questions (essential to active reading).  

· Comment on the actions or development of a character. Does the character change? Why? How? the 

result? 

· Comment on something that intrigues, impresses, amuses, shocks, puzzles, disturbs, repulses, aggravates, 

etc. Comment on lines/quotations you think are especially significant, powerful, or meaningful.  

· Express agreement or disagreement.  

· Summarize key events. Make predictions.  

· Connect ideas to each other or to other texts. 

· Note if you experience an epiphany.  

· Note anything you would like to discuss or do not understand.  

· Note how the author uses language, effects of word choice (diction), sentence structure or type (syntax),  

  point of view, patterns motifs,  order of sequence of events, tone, mood, irony,  imagery,  

  contrasts/contradictions/juxtapositions, shifts in themes, allusions, setting/historical period, figures of  

  speech, literary devices, symbols.  

 


